
 

 

 
Fittleworth Parish Council 
Planning Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 
(APPROVED AT PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 11th FEBRUARY 2021) 
 
Held by Microsoft Teams 
Thursday 21st January 2021 at 5.30pm. 
Present 
Lee Scott (LS) 
Mike Allin (MA) 
David Brittain (DB) 
Tony Broughton (TB) 
Jane Claxton (JC) 
Members of the Public: None 
1. Apologies for absence : None 
2. The minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting on 7th January 2021 were approved. For 

matters arising see below. 
3. Public questions : None received save an email exchange, in respect of trees at Birch Court, 

School Close about tree works, between a resident and the planning department. The trees 
were not in the central Fittleworth Conservation Area, but it may be that the landscaping 
condition in the planning permission is relevant as a resident thought not enough work had 
been done. No action was expected of FPC at present. MA thought that the trees, which had 
been pollarded, looked fine. 

4. Declarations by Council Members of personal or prejudicial interest in any of the agenda items 
listed below- none save for  MA and TB in respect of Limbourne Lane as near neighbours, all 
councillors in respect of Old Well Cottage as the applicant was a co-opted member and now 
co-chair of the Fittleworth Traffic Group, and DB in respect of Douglaslake farm buildings as a 
near neighbour, and LS in respect of the Barlavington Estate Plan as his previous firm Savills  
acts for the Barlavington Estate. 

5. Planning - new planning applications to discuss : None as at 15/01/2021 
6. Ongoing Applications- 
 a) SDNP/20/05258/LIS (Case Officer- Beverley Stubbington) -Old Well Cottage, Lower  
 Street, Fittleworth RH20 1EJ. Proposal: First Floor extension and internal alterations. The 
Committee’s comments had now been submitted  
 b) SDNP/20/023676/FUL. (Case Officer- Rafa Grosso Macpherson) - Land at Limbourne 
Lane and the Fleet, Fittleworth. Proposal: Erection of 14 dwellings and associated access, parking 
and landscaping - MA had prepared a report on the flooding history which not all on the planning 
subcommittee had seen. It mentions that the Fleet was a major stream contributing to the Rother 
and it was understood that CDC (before the start of the SDNPA) had previously rejected informal 
applications for the development of Hawkins Field, but it did not raise any objection to the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). Any previous applications may have been pre-
applications (on which FPC may not have been consulted at the time) or submitted under the then 
CDC Local Plan process. It was not clear why the local reservations on the drainage issues were 
not considered earlier in the planning process, at the same time as design issues and the access 
into Limbourne Lane were considered and revised to reduce the number of proposed houses using 
it and adding the access onto the A283. Subsequently letters of objection focused attention on the 
drainage arrangements. In the past drains on the site had been cleared by the Hawkins and it was 
not clear how much clearance was currently being done. Certain Limbourne Lane residents had 
had a meeting (virtual or otherwise) with Duncan Keir of CDC, and LS may speak to Mr Keir. 
 On the wider review of drainage in central Fittleworth the Specification for the tender had 
been agreed so that 3 quotes could be obtained. 
 c) SDNP/20/02326/HOUS and SDNP/20/02327/LIS. (Case Officer- Beverley Stubbington). 
Rew Cottage, Flat Hesworth Common Lane, Fittleworth RH20 1EW. Proposal: Conversion of 
remaining barn under flat to provide additional accommodation, changes to existing fenestration 
and cladding. There had been an email from Beverley Stubbington on the process and more 
information was required. On the Listed Building design it was hoped that the new proposals would 
end up as an improvement on the 1970s building works. 



 

 

7.   Pre-applications - none 
8.   Appeals - none 
9.   Enforcement proceedings- Douglaslake farm buildings, Little Bognor : residents were 
disappointed at the apparent lack of action in view of the past pollution incidents. An approach to 
Anna Rabon at the Environment Agency, Oving might prove beneficial. 
10. Review of Mineral Planning (ROMP) -Bognor Common quarry - Heather Lealan of SDNPA had 
written to a local resident saying that a colleague would be in touch about the process. 
11. Consultations  
 a) Proposed Modifications to the Soft Sand Review - Deadline 08/01/2021. As the deadline 
was now passed, this item would be dropped for the present. 
 b) Natural England - Urea Consultation - Deadline 26/01/2021. DB would continue his 
review of the 25 questions, although he is not a specialist in the subject and specialist farming 
publications were usually inviting one to subscribe. There may be residents with some thoughts on 
the matter. The main concern for this part of West Sussex in the SDNP was runoff into the Rother, 
leading to the Arun and coastal waters, particularly as streams appeared to be much fuller due to 
climate change. Algae blooms and Nitrate runoff into the Solent had resulted in development 
moratoriums in Havant, Portsmouth and Winchester, but Southampton was reacting in its own 
fashion. 
 c) Barlavington Whole Estate Public Consultation - Deadline 01/03/21. This was an 
interesting presentation which residents might wish to read and learn more about and consider on 
several fronts, including barn developments, sand deposits and current landscaping, but so far 
nothing on Camping and Glamping, on which SDNPA have now issued a draft TAN for 
consultation. In the past FPC and residents had mainly been concerned at how any exploitation of 
the Horncroft site part of the Estate might impact on traffic through the village and wider area. 
12. Fittleworth Planning Protocol Document- no update, whilst the response to SDNP on CIL 
allocations involved so much work. 
13. Date of next meeting : Thursday 11th February 2021at 5.30pm.Location : Microsoft Teams 
  


